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Amendments to the Claims 




Claim 1 (original): Acon^uter program product embodied on one or more cotrputer-readable 
media, the cottqjuier program product adapted for providing an electronic calendar-driven 
application and cocoprising: 

computer-readable program code means for creating calendar events on an electronic 
caletidar, the calendar events being organized according to a multi-level hierarchy coitqirising 
context events at an upper level of the hierarchy ami specific events at a lower level of the 
hierarchy, wherein zero or more specific events may be scheduled on the electronic calendar 

8 during any particular context event; and 

9 con^uter-readaUe program code means for interrogating the calendar events created for a 
L 0 user to provide information about the user. 

1 Claim 2 (original); The computer program product according to Claim 1, further comprising 

2 con^uter-readable program code means for automaticatty applying a default context during 

3 calendar periods when no other context event is active. 

1 Claim 3 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1, fiirtter comprising: 

2 computer-readable program code means for detecting an inconnng electronic mail 

3 message for the user; arxi 

4 wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating further con^prises: 

5 coa5>uter-readable program code means for determining whether the user's calendar 
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6 indicates that he is currently available for checking his electronic mail^ and if not, generating an 

7 automaled respoitse infbnning a sender of the electronic nsail message of tl:^ user's current status 

8 using a currently-active context event for the user and, for particular context eveixtd^ any 

9 currentfy-active specific event for the user. 

1 Claim 4 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 3, wherein the automated 

2 response further conqnises information regarding v/bsn the user is next available. 

\ ' V Claim 5 (original): The con^uter program product according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
/ 2 coxtqniter-readaUe program code means for detecting an incoming instant message or 

3 request for instant messaging status for the user; and 

4 wherein the con:q>uter-readable program code meai^ for interrogating further congmses: 

5 computer-readaWe program code means for determining whether the user's calendar 

6 indicates that he is currently available for instant messaging, and if not» generating an automated 

7 response informing a slider of the instant message or T€quester of the instant messaging status of 

8 the user's current status usmg a currently-active context event for the user aiKl, for particular 

9 context events, any currently-active specific event for the user. 

1 Claim 6 (original): The computer program product according to Claini 5, wherein the automated 

2 r^i»nse fiuther comprises inforaation regarding when the user is next available. 
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1 Claim 7 (origmaO: The con^uter i»:ogram product according to Claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 computer-readable iM'ogram code means for detecting an iocoraing voice call for the user; 

3 and 

4 wherein the compirter-readable program code means for interrogating fiirther con^ises: 

5 computer-readable program code means for generating, if the user does not answer the 

6 incomii^ voice call, an automated response informing a callCT making the incoming voice call of 

7 the user's current status usit% a currently-active context event for the user and, for particular 
^8 context events, any currents-active ^ecific event for the user. 

\l VL Claim 8 (ordinal): The conqniter program product according to Claim 7, wherein the axitomated 

2 response further comprises information regarding when the xiser is next avsdlaWe. 

1 Claim 9 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

2 computer-readable program code means for receiving a request for project management 

3 information; and 

4 wherein the conqntter-readable program code means for interrogating interrogates the 

5 calendar events created for a phirality of users to provide information about the context events 

6 and specific events scheduled for the users at a target date and a target time period, and further 

7 comprising: 

8 computer-readable program code means for generating a response informing a requester 

9 of the project mamgeraent information of the information for the users at the target date and the 
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1 0 target time period using a result of the coillputer^readable program code means for interrogating. 

1 Claim 1 0 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 9, wherein the request 

2 asks whetiter axsy team member is available at a particular location during a particular time period 

3 OD a particular date. 

r 

1 Claim 1 1 (original): The compute program product according to Claim I , wherein zero or more 

2 attribute vahies may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events. 

1 Gaim 12 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 11, wherein the 

2 conputer-readable program code means for tntetrogating further conqsrises computer-readable 

3 program code means for interrogating the specified attributes of a context event and of any 

4 Specific event that are appUcable to a target date and a target time or target time period. 

1 Claim 1 3 (origmal): The comyputer program product according to Claim 1, wherein zero or mote 

2 attribute values may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and 

3 fiirther comprising: 

4 computer-readable program code means for detecting an incoming electronic naail 

5 message for the user; and 

6 wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating fiirther conqnises: 

7 computer-readable program code means for d^ermining vvrhether the user*s calendar 
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8 indicates that be is currently avaijabte for checking his electronic mail, and if not, generating an 

9 automated response infornung a sender of the electronic mafl of the veer's current status using a 

1 0 currently-active context event for the uot, the specified attributes of the currently-applicable 

1 1 context event, any currratly-active specific event for the user, and the specified attributes of aity 

1 2 currently-applicable specific event. 



1 Claim 14 (ordinal): The conq)uter program product according to Claim 13, wherein overrides 

2 may be ^jecified for the attribute values and wherein the computer-readable program code means 

3 for intOTOgating fiirther con^rises conq)uler-readable program code means for applying the 
4>s/ overrides to the attribute values. 

1 1 Claim 15 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1, wherein zero or more 

2 attribute values may be specified for each of the context evarts and each of the specific events and 

3 further con^msing: 

4 computer-readable program code means for detecting an incoming instant message or 

5 request for instant messaging ^atus for the user; and 

6 wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating fiirther comprises: 

7 computer-readable program code means for determitixng whether the user's calendar 

8 indicates that he is currently available for instant messaging, and if not, generating an automated 

9 response informing a send^ of the instant mess^e or requester of the instant m^sagmg status of 
10 the user's current status using a currently-active context ev«it for the user, the specified attributes 
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11 of the currently-sqjpKcable context event, any currently-active specific event for the user, and the 

12 specified attributes of any currentfy-appKcabk ^)ecific event. 

1 Cidim 1 6 (original): The computer program product acxording to CJaim 15, wherein overrides 

2 nay be specified for the attribute vahies and wherein the conipiiter-readable program code means 

3 for interrogating further oon5>rises fi^yplying the overrides to the attribute values. 



Claim 1 7 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1 , wherein zero or more 
attribute values may be specified for each of the conte>i:t events and each of the specific events and 
fixrther comprising: 

conqmter-readable program code means for detecting an incoming voice call for the user; 

5 and 

6 wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating fiuther con^rises: 

7 computer-readable program code means for generating, if the user does not answer the 

8 incoming voice call, an automated response informing a caller making the incoming voice call of 

9 the xiser's current status using a currently-active context event for the user, the specified attributes 

10 of the currently-^Ucable context event, any currently-active specific event for the user, and the 

1 1 specified attributes of my currently-app] jcable specific event. 

1 Claim 1 8 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 17, ^^^ein overrides 

2 may be specified for the attribute values and wherein the conq>ut^-readable program code means 
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3 for interrogating further con^gprises ^splying the overrides to the attribute values. 

1 Claim 19 (original): The computer program product accordi^ to Claim 1, wherein zero or more 

2 attribute values may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and 

3 further conqmsing: 

4 computer-readable program code means for receiving a request for project management 

5 information for a target date and a target time period; and 

6 wherein the computer-readable program code means for intezrogatiiig interrogates the 

7 calendar events created for a plurality of users to provide information about the context events 

8 and specific events scheduled for the users at the target date and the target time period, the 

9 specified attributes of s<d^uled context events, and the specified attributes of any scheduled 

1 0 specific events, and further comprising: 

1 1 con^uter-readable program code meam for generating a response informing a requester 

12 of the project management information of the information for the users using a result of the 

1 3 con^uter-readable program code means for interrogating. 

1 Claim 20 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1 9, wherein overrides 

2 may be specified for the attribute vahxes and wherein the computer-readable program code means 

3 for interrogating further comprises applying the overrides to the attribute values. 

1 Claim 21 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1, Awhercin defeult 
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2 attribute values may be specified for context event types and for specific event types, and wherein 

3 a particular context event and/or a partibubr specific event may include attribute values which 

4 override the dej&ult attribute vahies. 

1 Claim 22 (original): The coir?)Uter program product according to Claim 1 'wterein the attribute 

2 values include information on how to immediatety contact the user. 



1 Claim 23 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1 1 , wherein the attribute 




vahies inchide v^hether, and how ofien, the u^ diecks electronic mat! messages. 



1 Claim 24 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1 1 , wherein the attribute 

2 values include whether the user is available for instant messaging. 



1 Claim 25 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 1 1 , wherein the attribute 

2 values include viiether, and how often* the user checks voice mail messages. 

1 Claim 26 (origfaial): A system for providing an electronic calendar-driven appHcation, 

2 coixprising: 

3 means for creating calendar events on an electronic calendar, the calendar events being 

4 organized according to a raulli-level hierarchy conqprising context events at an upper level of the 

5 hierarchy and specific events at a low^ level of the hierarchy, wherein zero or more specific 
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6 events may be scheduled on the electronic calendar diiring any particular context event; and 

7 meaiB for interrogating the calendar events created for a user to provide information 

8 about the user at a point in time or for a period of time, 

1 Claim 27 (original); The system according to Claim 26, further comprising means for 

2 automatically flying a default context during calendar periods when no other context event is 

3 active. 

1 Claim 28 (original): The system according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
j 2 means for detectfaig an incoming electronic mail message for the user; and 

3 vsterein the meajo^ for interrogating finlher comprises: 

4 means for determining whether the user's calendar indicates that he is currently available 

5 for checking his electronic mail, and if not, generating an automated response informing a sender 

6 of the electronic mail message of the usct*s current status using a currently-active context event 

7 for the user and, for particular context events, any currently-active specific event for the user. 

1 Claim 29 (original): The system according to Claim 26, further comprising: 

2 means for detecting an incoming voice call for the user; and 

3 wherein the means for interrogating farther comprises: 

4 means for generating, if the user does not answer the incoming vx)ice call, an automated 



respoi£se informing a caller making the incoming voice call of the user's current status using a 
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6 cijurrently-active context event for the user and, for particular context events, any currently-active 

7 specific event for the user. 

1 Claim 30 (ori^nal): The system according to Claim 26, further con^prriang: 

2 means for receiving a request for project management infoimation; and 

3 wfa^ein the means for interrogating interrogates the calendar events created for a phirality 

4 of users to provide information about the context events and specific events scheduled for the 

5 \isers at a target date and a target tioK period, and further comprising^ 

i 6 means for generating a refuse informing a requester of the project management 

7 information of the information for the users at the target date and the target time period using a 

8 result of the means for interrogating* 

1 Claim 3 1 (original): The system according to Claim 30, uiierein the request asks whether any 

2 team mMaber is available at a particular location diiring a particular time period on a particular 

3 date. 



1 Claim 32 (original); The system according to Claim 26, wherein zero or more attribute vahies 

2 may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events. 

1 Claim 33 (original): The system accordmg to Claim 32, wherein the means for interrogating 

2 fortfiCT coaprises means for interrogating the specified attributes of a context event and of any 
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^jccific event that are appUcable to a target date and a target time or tai^et time period. 

Cbim 34 (original): The system according to Cbim 26, wherein zero or more attribute values 
may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and fiirther 
con:q>ri5iiig: 

means &>T d^ecting an incoming electronic mail message or an instant message for the 
user; and 

wherein the means for interrogating fiirther comprises: 

means for determining whether the user's calendar indicates that he is currently available 
for checking his electronic mail or available for mstaot messaging, and if not, generating an 
automated response informing a sender of the electronic mail message or the instant message of 
the user's cuiiOTt status using a currently-active context event for the user, the specified attributes 
of the currently-applicable context event, any currentfy-^ctive specific event for the user, and the 
specified attributes of ai^y currently-appKcable specific event. 

Claim 35 (original): The system according to Claim 26, wherein zero or more attribute values 

be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and fintber 
conqnising: 

means for detecting an incoming voice call for the user; and 
wherein the means for interrogating fiirther conprises: 

means for generating, if the user does not ai^er the incoming voice call, an automated 
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7 response informing a calJer making the incoming voice caJl of the user^'s current status using a 

8 currently-active context event for the user, the specified attributes of the currently-applicable 

9 context event, any currently-active specific event for the user, and the specified attributes of any 
1 0 currently-applicable specific event. 

1 Claim 36 (original): The system according to Claim 26> wherein zero or more attribute values 

2 may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and fiirther 

3 conqxrising: 

y4 means for receiving a request for project management information for a target date and a 

5 target time period; and 
^ 6 wherein the means for interrogating interrogates the calendar events created for a plurality 

7 of users to provide infonnation about the context events and specific events scheduled for the 

8 users at the target date and the target time period, the specified attributes of currently-applicable 

9 context events, and the specified attributes of any currently-applicable specific events, and fiirther 

10 comprising: 

1 1 means for genmting a response informing a requester of the project management 

1 2 infonnation of the information for the users using a result of the means for tnterrogatir^. 

1 Claim 37 (original): The system according to Claim 26, wherein defiiult attribute values may be 

2 specified for context event types and for specific event typeSj and wherein a particular context 

3 event and/or a particular specific event may include attribute values which override the defeult 
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attribute values. 

Claim 38 (original): The system according to Claim 32, wherein the attribute vahies include 
irtfonnadon on bow to immediately contact the usct. 

Claim 39 (original): The system according to Claim 32, wherein the attribute vahies include 
whetl]»r.* and how often, the user checks electronic mail messages. 

Claim 40 (original): The system according to Claim 32, wherein the attribute vahjes include 
whether, and haw often^ the user checks voice mail messages. 

Claim 41 (original): A method for providing an electronic calendar-driven application^ 
comprising the steps of: 

creating calendar events on an electronic calendar* the calendar events being oxganized 
according to a multi-level hierarchy comprising context events at an upper level of the hierarchy 
and specific events at a lower level of the hierarchy, wherein zero or more specific events may be 
scheduled on the electronic calendar during any particular context event; and 

interrogating the calendar events created for a user to provide infotmation about the user. 

Claim. 42 (original): The mettod according to Claim 41 , further comprising the ^ of 
automatically applying a de&ult context during calendar periods when no other context event is 
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3 active. 

1 Claim 43 (original): The method according to Claim 41, further comprising the step of: 

2 detecting an incoming electronic mail message or ati instant message for the user; and 

3 wherein the interrogating step further comprises the step of: 

4 detenniniag whether the user's calendar indicates that he is currently av^ble for 

5 checking his efcctronic mail or available for instant messaging, and if not, generating an 

5 automated response informing a sender of the electronic mail message or the instant message of 

7 the user's current status using a currently-active context event for the user and, for particubr 

8 context events, any currently-active ^ecific event for the user. 



1 Claim 44 (originaO: The method according to Claim 4 1 , fiirther comprising the step of: 

2 detecting an incoming voice call for the user; and 

3 wherein the interrogating step further coirprises the steps of: 

4 generating, if the user does not answer the incoming voice call, an automated response 

5 informing a caller making the incoming voice call of the user's current status using a currently- 

6 active context event for the user and, for particular context events, any currently-active specific 
1 event for the user. 

1 Claim 45 (original): The method according to Claim 41, further comprising the step of: 

2 receiving a request for project management informatbn; and 
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3 wherein the mterrogatnig step interrogates the calendar events created for a plurality of 

4 users to provide informalion about the context events and specific events scheduled for the users 

5 at a target date and a target time period, acd further comprising the step of: 

6 generating a response informing a requester of the project management infonmtion of the 

7 information for the users at the target date and the target time period using a resuh of the 

8 interrogating step. 

1 Claim 46 (original): The method according to Claim 45, wherein the request asks whether any 

2 team member is available at a particular location during a particular time period on a particular 

3 date. 

1 Claim 47 (original): The method according to Claim 41, wherein zero or more attribute values 

2 may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific evetits. 

1 Claim 48 (original): The method according to Claim 47, wherein the interrogating step forther 

2 comprises interrogatii^ the specified attributes of a context event and of any spedS^ event that 

3 are applicable to a target date and a target time or target thne period. 

1 Claim 49 (original): The mediod according to Claim 41, wherein zero or more attribute values 

2 may be specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and fiirther 

3 cot>5>rising the ^j&p ot 
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detecting ao incomiog electronic mail message for the user; and 
wherein the interrogating step fiirthw comprises the steps ot 
determining \nd>ether the user's caleraiar indicates that he is currootly available for 
checking his electronic mail, and if not, generating an automated response infonning a sender of 
the electronic mail message of the user's current status usnig a currently-active context event for 
the user, the specified attributes of the curremly-appUcable context event, any currentbr-active 
specific evMit for the user, and the specified attributes of any cuirrally-applicable specific event. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



Claim 50 (original): The method according to Qaim 41, wherein zero or more attribute values 
may be specified for each of the context events and each of the speciSc events and fijrther 
coopising the step of: 

detecting an incoming voice call for the user; and 

vit^CTein the interrogating step fiirther con^rises the step of: 

generating, if the user does not answer the incoming voice call, an automated response 
infonning a caller making the incoming voice call of the user's current status using a currently- 
active context event for the user, the specified attributes of the currently-applicable comext event, 
any currently-active specific event for the user, and the specified attributes of any currently- 
applicable specific event. 



1 
2 



Claim 51 (original): The method according to Claim 41, wherein zero or more attribute vahies 
may be specified for each of the comext everts and each of the specific events and fiirther 
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3 comprising the step ofi 

4 receiving a request for project management information for a target date ami a target time 

5 period; and 

6 wherein the interrogatmg step interrogates the calendar events created for a phirality of 

7 vsers at the target date and the target tin» period to provide information about the context events 

8 and specific events scheduled for the users, the specified attributes of currently-applicable context 

9 events, and the specified attributes of any currently-appUcable specific events^ and fixrther 
10 comprtsii^: 

1 ^ generating a response infonning a requester of the project management information of tte 

1 2 mformation for the users using a result of the ixrterrogatiog step. 

1 Claim 52 (original): The method according to Claim 41, v/herem defeuk attribute values may be 

2 specified for context event types and for specific event types, and wherein a particular context 

3 event and/or a particular specific event may inchide attribute vahies which override the defeuk 

4 attribute values. 

1 Claim 53 (origmal): The method according to Claim 47, wherein the attribute vahies inchide 

2 information on how to immedMtefy contact the user. 

1 Claim 54 (original); The method according to Claim 47, wherein the attribute values include 

2 information on an alternative contact person for the u^r. 
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1 Claim 55 (original); The tnethod according to Claim 47, wherein the attribute values include 

2 whether, and how often, the user checks electronic mail messages. 

1 Claim 56 (original): The method according to Claim 47, \siianein the attribute values include 

2 A^^iether, aiwl how often, the user checks voice mail messages. 

1 Claim 57 (origmal): The method according to Claim 41 , wherein the interrogating step further 

2 conqsrises interrogating a specijBc event that is applicable to a target date and a target time or 

3 target time period. 

— ^- 



Claim 58 (new): The method according to Claim 43, whet^in a level of detail provided in the 
automated respond varies, based on an identification of a sender of the incoming electtonic mail 
message or instant message. 

Claim 59 (new): The method according to Claim 41, wherein the interrogating step further 
comprises the step of analyzing selected ones of the specific events for the user. 

1 Claim 60 (new): The method according to Claim 41 , wherein interrogating step fiirther comprises 

2 the step of anafcrang selected ones of the context events for the user. 
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^ Claim 61 (new): The method according 4o Claim 41 , wherein the interrogating step ilirther 
2 comprises the step of anafyzing selected ones of the attribute vahies for the user. 
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